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January 2023 

Senior Pastor’s Message 

With my warm greetings in the most precious name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

As we stand at the gate of 2023, I would like us to make a prayer declaration: 

Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; He is to be feared above 

all gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the 

heavens. To whom will we compare God? Or who is His equal? Majestic 

in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders! We are His witnesses; 

before Him, no god was formed, nor will there be one after Him. He is the 

LORD our God, apart from Him there is no Savior! (Psalm 96; Isaiah 46). 

In 2023, we declare that the LORD God will lead us to live triumphantly in 

Jesus. We will rejoice in the LORD. We will take joy in the God of our 

salvation. We declare the LORD God is our strength. He will make our 

feet like deer’s feet. And He will make us walk on our high hills (Habakkuk 

3:18-19).   

O Lord Jesus Christ, perfect all good things concerning us this year. Give 

us anointed ideas and lead us to new paths of bountiful blessings this 

year, according to the good pleasure of the Father. O God of new 

beginnings, begin a new dimension of wonders in our lives this year, in 

the name of Jesus. Let our lives experience continual revival fire this year, 

in the name of Jesus. Let new things begin to spring forth in our lives this 

year, in the name of Jesus! 

O Lord Jesus Christ, we enthrone you as Lord and Master of our lives, 

our finances and our families and over Your Church this year, in the name 

of Jesus!  

O Lord Jesus Christ, we beseech You to help us to be steadfast and 

immovable, always abounding in the works of the Lord, knowing that our 

labor is not in vain in the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58), in the name of Jesus! 

Lead us in triumph in Christ and through us diffuses the fragrance of His 

knowledge in every place (2 Corinthians 2:14). 

O Holy Spirit, anoint our hearts to love the Lord our God with all our hearts, 

our souls, minds, with all our strength and to love our neighbor as 

ourselves. Baptize us once again with the fire of holiness, righteousness 
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and courage to live out our lives before the world, in the name of Jesus! 

Anoint us to be a passionate community of Christ’s disciples committed 

to the greatest commandment fulfilling the Great Commission, in the 

name of Jesus! Amen. 

We are entering 2023 with the theme: “A Year of Revival Anointing.” This is the 

year to prepare our hearts for revival. This is the year to seek God passionately, 

to know Him in a deeper manner, to love Him wholeheartedly and to serve Him 

diligently. This is the year to go deeper in our personal relationship with the Lord 

Jesus Christ. This is the year to read the bible from cover to cover. This is the 

year to cultivate prayer as a daily lifestyle with the Lord, not when we need Him, 

but practicing God’s presence through prayer throughout the day. This is the 

year to cry out to the Lord for a fresh encounter with Him and a fresh outpouring 

of His Spirit. This is the year to grow as an apostolic and prophetic people of 

faith, courage and hope.  

We will begin the year by establishing a mindset for victory. Our mind is in 

enmity with God and so we must develop a dynamic of victory and triumph 

within our spirit man. We had crossed the year 2022 and I felt the Spirit of God 

quicken within me the need to encourage us to stop and establish a rear guard 

over the headway we have made last year. I know some of us have experienced 

some hard times, but, even in the midst of our struggles, let us open our eyes 

to His victory for us and secure our future ahead. Remember, victory includes 

overcoming obstacles, confronting our enemies, pressing past blockages and 

living in a mentality of godly triumph. 

To do so, we will begin the new year with a 3-day fast and pray, incorporating 

a 7-day prayer journey from 1-7 January 2023. There will be a 3-part dynamic 

to our prayer journey:  

Day 1 – Establish Our Rear Guard 

Day 2-5  – Press Into Our Next Measure 

Day 6-7  – Prepare Ourselves for the Unexpected 

This 7-day prayer journey will culminate in the Vision Casting Sunday on 8 

January 2023. Let’s come together with one mind, one heart and one purpose 

on this prayer journey at the beginning of the year. For prayer demonstrates our 

dependence upon God. Prayer honors God as the source of all blessing. Prayer 

is our communion with God. Prayer helps us develop our relationship with a 

loving Father who wants to provide nourishment, healing grace and refreshing 
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for our souls. Prayer gives us the perspective of God. Prayer is the greatest 

power God has put into our hands for service – praying is the harder work than 

doing the work itself. Yes, prayer is the greater work. 

Beside this prayer journey, the first preaching series of 2023 from 15 January 

2023 to 19 March 2023 is also about prayer with the preaching theme entitled 

‘Preparing for Revival – Prayer Principles from the Life of Elijah.’ The purpose 

of prayer is to better know and serve God through the power of Jesus Christ. 

Prayer invites the supernatural and transcendental God into our ordinary daily 

life. Through prayer we surrender our will and desires to God, and allow the 

Holy Spirit to lead us where He will use us and bless us. Through this preaching 

series, we hope all Christ’s disciples to develop and grow their Christian life, a 

life of purposeful prayer with limitless possibilities. 

In addition, through this preaching series, we hope to do a thorough study of 

what Scripture has to say regarding prayer that will help us to practice and 

understand God’s work in our lives. We also hope that CBC people cultivate 

prayer not only as an individual activity but also to participate in small group 

prayer, pray as a church, and even as a community of churches in a region and 

nation.  

So, dearly beloved, let us arise into 2023 and cultivate prayer as a daily lifestyle, 

central to all we are and all we do daily. Prayer IS theologically significant – not 

for what it can do for us, but more for what it can bring us back to! Prayer brings 

us home to God. Until WE ARE desperate that we have nothing, prayer is 

merely incidental (secondary), or at best, supplemental (add-on) in our lives but 

it will never be FUNDAMENTAL (central). It is not God who needs our prayer, 

but we who need God – not as the cosmic answer to our questions, nor the 

celestial solution to our problems, but for WHO HE IS and for who we are when 

we are IN HIM. The year 2023 will bring greater challenges to our faith in the 

midst of a rapidly-changing socio-political-religious-economic landscape of our 

nation. 

Dearly beloved, I issue this biblical challenge to us to take the promises of God’s 

Word concerning prayer seriously. Let us all enter our Lord’s school of prayer 

taught in this preaching series and be blessed as we seek God’s blessings for 

His people, for the nation and the world. Faith thrives in an atmosphere of 

prayer. True prayer cultivates a deep spiritual hunger that draws us deeper into 

God. May the Spirit of God anoint us on this prayer journey that can truly change 

our lives. It is an exciting journey. It is a fulfilling journey. The glory be His! 
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